Forest fragmentation dynamics have been studied using remote sensing and aerial photography taken at the end of the 20th century. However, in the tropics, particularly in the Brazilian Atlantic Forest, forest cover changes have occurred, mainly affected by different land uses, for over a few centuries. A historical approach and methodology may be invaluable tools to improve quantitative and qualitative assessments of forest fragmentation dynamics. For instance, the extinction debt (Tilman et al., 1994) due to deforestation or forest fragmentation could be calculated considering a longer time period. In addition, as pointed out by Bissonette and Storch (2007) , time is a relevant dimension that landscape ecology has been overlooking.
The book Metamorfoses Florestais: Culturas, Ecologias e as Transformaç ões Históricas da Mata Atlântica (Forest metamorphoses: Cultures, Ecologies and the Historical Transformations of the Atlantic Forest), edited by Diogo C. Cabral and Ana G. Bustamante, considers a long-term view of landscape dynamics experienced by the Brazilian Atlantic Forest. Diogo C. Cabral is a geographer who has been studying the environmental history of the Brazilian Atlantic Forest for more than a decade. Ana G. Bustamante is a journalist, has a PhD in community Psycho-Sociology and Social Ecology, and has been working in multidisciplinary projects on cultural heritage and protected areas. Both book editors come from a Human Sciences perspective, which is not so common but quite helpful in understanding landscape dynamics, in particular, drivers of deforestation and forest fragmentation and their different social actors over the centuries. Usually, landscape dynamics of a tropical forest consider changes in forest cover over time (usually several decades) and which land uses affect more forest loss or gain. Social actors rarely are taking in account these landscape changes. Thus, this book shows forest dynamics over a longer period of time than usual and regards the social aspects of the drivers of deforestation.
The book is divided into five sections: (1) Ecological and conceptual emergencies; (2) Paleoindigenous worlds; (3) Encounters and colonial regimes; (4) Anthropocene; and, (5) Current scenarios and future perspectives. "Ecological and conceptual emergencies" This book can contribute in understanding Brazilian Atlantic Forest history considering social actors, regional aspects, different time periods, and thus, increasing the complexity of the landscape dynamics debate, which could improve predictions using future scenarios. Restoration projects should include this kind of knowledge to propose forest restoration plans more similar to the original forest, if it is the goal of that plan (Rodrigues, 2013) . Researches on forest ecology and conservation biology also needs a social and historical perspective to improve its predictions, and in this regard, this book could be useful.
